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Abstract

The requirement of Quraysh lineage for the caliphate or imamate has
traditionally been regarded as significant in Islamic jurisprudence,
based on the hadith “Al-A'immah min Quraysh” and the legal opinions
of the four major Sunni Imams. However, historical evidence from the
actions of the Companions and the Successors indicates that competent
individuals, even if not from Quraysh, could be appointed, provided
they demonstrated religious piety and the ability to manage the affairs
of the Muslim community. Scholars have proposed three perspectives
on this issue: some consider the Quraysh requirement obligatory, others
view it as a matter of preference, and a third group rejects it entirely.
Analyses by Ibn Khaldun and Al-Bagqillani suggest that the Quraysh
requirement was primarily aimed at securing social support and tribal
legitimacy, rather than lineage alone. In the contemporary context, the
essential criteria for leadership should be justice, competence,
administrative capability, and adherence to Sharia, rather than lineage
alone.

Keywords: Quraysh, Caliphate, Hadith “Al-A'immah min Quraysh,”

Consensus (ljma‘).
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