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Abstract

In this research, the convergence and divergence factors in
Afghanistan-Iran relations with an emphasis on diplomatic and consular
relations, as one of the controversial issues in international relations,
have been studied and examined in the Southwest Asian region. This
research is a descriptive-analytical research and the data collection has
been carried out using a documentary library method. Also, in response
to the main question of this research (What are the convergence and
divergence factors in Afghanistan-Iran relations?), the theoretical
framework of the English school has been used. Based on the research
findings, variables such as common civilizational area, common
economic interests, common threats, geographical proximity and the
extensive presence of Afghan immigrants and refugees in Iran are the
main factors of convergence between Afghanistan and Iran, and
variables such as the dominance of realism in the relations between the
two countries, the conflicting interests of Iran and Western powers in
Afghanistan and the hydropolitics of Helmand are the main factors of
divergence between the two countries. Diplomatic and consular
relations, although one of the components of the governance structure
of both countries in the field of foreign policy is affected by the above
factors and obstacles, but according to the research hypothesis, it also
has the ability to influence existing trends. Diplomatic and consular
relations, as one of the tools of foreign policy, can be effective and used
by preparing a comprehensive document of joint cooperation that
provides the basis for the integration of the policies of both countries
towards each other and can strengthen the factors of convergence and
eliminate the factors of divergence in the relations between the two
countries.
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and consular relations, realism, liberalism, English school.
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