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Abstract

This study evaluates the significance of the Wakhan Corridor in
Afghanistan’s regional economy. The primary objective of the research
is to examine the geographical location of the Wakhan Corridor, and its
economic potential, moreover its role in the development of trade and
transit, along with this security, political, and infrastructural challenges
that hinder its operationalization. Furthermore, the study analyzes the
changing significance of the Wakhan Corridor in light of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) and other regional economic projects.

The research employs a document analysis method and is based on
secondary data sources, including scholarly articles, international
reports, historical documents, government publications, and credible
analytical studies. The collected information was systematically
analyzed to clarify the economic, transit, and geostrategic role of the
Wakhan Corridor.

The findings indicate that the Wakhan Corridor serves as an
important, shorter, and alternative trade route connecting Afghanistan
with China, Central Asia, and East Asia. The activation of this corridor
has the potential to increase Afghanistan’s transit revenues, expand
export opportunities, attract investment, and reduce the country’s
economic isolation. However, security concerns, inadequate
infrastructure, political instability, and administrative challenges
continue to constitute major obstacles to its implementation. If these
challenges are effectively addressed, the Wakhan Corridor could
become a transformative catalyst for Afghanistan’'s economic growth
and regional integration.

Keywords: Wakhan Corridor, Regional Economy, Trade and

Transit, Economic Integration.
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