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Abstract

This research aims to examine and explain the impact of religious titles
on freedom of thought and the culture of criticism in Islamic societies
while proposing strategies to promote receptiveness to criticism based
on religious teachings. The key focus areas of this study include a
historical-social analysis of religious titles and an exploration of
Quranic verses and prophetic traditions related to criticism and thought.
The study emphasizes the importance of balancing respect for religious
positions with maintaining a critical environment. The main research
question is: "How have religious titles reduced receptiveness to
criticism and restricted critical thinking in Islamic societies, and what
impact has this had on freedom of thought?” This is a descriptive-
analytical study, with data collected through library research methods.
The findings reveal that religious titles have often been elevated to
sacred and unchallengeable statuses, creating an environment where any
critique is perceived as an affront to religious authority. The study also
investigates the effects of religious titles on the culture of criticism and
freedom of thought throughout Islamic history. Historical evidence
indicates that in certain periods, criticism directed at religious scholars
or their jurisprudential views faced strong resistance, thereby restricting
dialogue and critical thinking.

Moreover, the research shows that Islamic teachings, including Quranic
verses and prophetic traditions, consistently emphasize free thinking
and constructive criticism. The study also highlights the approach of
prominent scholars such as Imam Abu Hanifa and Ibn Rushd, who, with
their open-mindedness toward critique and differing opinions, played a
significant role in fostering critical thought.

Keywords: Receptiveness to criticism, sanctification, religious titles,

religious teachings.
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